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2 HASHEM spoke to Moses, saying, 2 “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: So shall you bless
the Children of Israel, saying to them: 2 ‘May HASHEM bless Yyou and safeguard you. % May HAsH
iluminate His countenance for you and be gracious to you. % May HAsHeM lift His countenance:

to you and establish peace for you.
and [ shall bless them,”
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"27 Let them place My Name upon the Children of Israel,

FWN — And safeguard you. May God protect your newly

gained blessing of prosperity so that bandifs cannot take it

away from you. This is a blessing only God can guarantee. A

- »King who sends a huge gift to his servant. cannot guard it

" against every danger. If armed robbers take it away, what
good would it have been to the recipient? (Rashi).

By their very nature physical blessings are fragile, be-
cause neither health, business conditions, nor tangible as-
sets are permanent and unchanging. Nor are the character
and ambitions of a human being. Therefore, we seek the
blessing of God's protection, so that once given, his blessing
will not fade away (Malbim).

May God bless you with wealth and protect you so that you
use the money to perform mitzvos (Bamidbar Rabbah). For,
as the Sages teach in many places, the best way for someone
to preserve his wealth is to use it for charity and good deeds. .
That assures him God’s continued blessing (Yalkut Yehu-
dah).
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is He, could find no container that would hold Israél's
blessings as well as peace, as it says (Psalms 29:11),
Hasrem will give might to His nation, HASHEM will bless His
nation with peace (Uktzin 3:12).
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¢ How does one merit this gift? If it comes from above the selt,

how can one bring it down? The answer is that in order for that
shefa, that flow of Divine energy to fill the neshama (soul), one
must become a vessel for it. The flow is there, the only question
is where are the vessels? Hashem's desire to give is maximal

'and\permanent, but where are we? (A wonderful hint to this

lies in the miraculous blessing brought about by Elisha for the
poor woman: Elisha instructed her to bring vessels and the oil
flowed miraculously to fill the vessels — until there were no
more vessels! There is no problem with the oil; the limhitation is
only/ in the vessels.) )

/What does it mean to become a vessel? How exactly is this
done? There is a mystical idea that the highest level of the
personality is crystal-clear and tran‘spg;ent,_b_ui_’thﬁlnﬂﬂ—s‘ﬂf,
the ego, clouds it. (Spiritual beauty is_expressed as being.
transparent, Hashem's light shines through. When one sees a

tzaddik (righteous individual) one is perceiving something of
Hashem; the limited human dimension has been clarified and

{ a higher reality becomes visible. In fact the ol:xposi'&::r of beauty,
ughness, is >, the same root letters as 1Y, opaque.) ;

(An analogy lies in thought: concentration apphed to solve
a problem does not mean focusing on the solution to the
problem — one does not have the solution to focus om;
concentration simply means clearing the mind of extraneous
thoughts, keeping mental “noise” out of the way,. clearing a
space in the mind as it were, and the solution appears by itselfl
An idea is not created —it appears! In Yiddish an “idea” isan

Ihe strongr the lower 51de of the personality, the vested
interests, the selfish, the more clouded the ratzon-dimension
becomes. The paradox of spiritual living is that to become
gieater, more real, one has to give up the lower desires which
clamor so aggressively for attention. The greatest manwhoever _ ®yn
lived, Moshe, was also the most humble — no accident; being

humble was the reason for his greatness: when the self is
emptied, Hashem can fill it! Our work is not to cause the light
to shine, only to stop obstructingit. To paraphrase the comment ‘
of a gage: the worlc:l is full of light; we cast the shadows. ‘ '
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;(0 316 THE SABBATH SHIUR

The key to this concept lies in the blessing to the tribe of Levi,
in which the bearer of the Urim VeTumim, himself of Levite descent,
is described in the words, ATON WG 1N PR — “[You have
given] Your Urim VeTumim to Your pious one.”™* Here, the quality of
the Levi is defined specifically as that of an U0 UK, one endowed
with the quali'tgl of loving kindness and expansiveness. This quality
is comparable to water bubbling up trom an underground spring.
Reaching the surface, it is released under enormous pressure. The
water sprays in all directions, depositing sparkling droplets upon the

surrounding area. The spring continues to flow, yet it is possible for
weeds to sprout in place of flowers. Thus the quality of Tom, an out-
pouring of giving and expansiveness, contains a great danger: that
of giving in instances when the Torah does not command us to give.
That of giving against the will of God. Such expansiveness, with its
benefits and dangers, is the domain of the Kokhen.

A second quality of Levi can be discerned from the incident of
the sin of the Golden Calf. There it was the tribe of Levi alone who
responded to the cry of *ox 1% m, who stood, prepared to fight for
God, for goodness, against the evil of sin. They were seen to adhere
to strict justice and exactitude, to possess an eagemess to fulfill the
word of God in every detail. This quality is reflected in the praise
they received from Moshe in the selfsame blessing from which we
quoted above,

2 YT KD 13 N 1 XY vox nx IPRY N X 1axb miNn
ATEY? I NN MY
-.who said about [the] father [of] his mother, “I did not see
[my relationship to] him,” and who did not recognise his [ma-
ternal] brother or know his {grand]sons; for they kept Your
pronouncement and observed Your covenant ¥

39 The Levites demonstrated rigidity; they remained unwaver-
ing and unaffected by personal sentiments in ensuring that justice
against offenders was executed. They wiped out every sinner, re-
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gardless of familial affiliations, in an effort to uproot a profanation
of the Divine Name.

The Levites washed the hands of the Kohanim, thereby increas-
ing their level of sanctity. The exactitude and upright quality of the
Levites merged with the expansiveness and aspirations of the Ko-
hanim, thus producing holiness and beauty. The boundaries set by
the Levites provided the framework in which to channel the lofty
feelings and ideals of the Kohen. It is when these two elements fuse
that we are guaranteed the correct and fitting intentions for blessing

the people in an outpouring of love.
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32 W’A’sm“

The Midrash says, “Peace when you enter, peace when
you leave, and peaceful relations with everyone.” This
alludes to three levels of peace: within the family, in the
country where one lives, and throughout the world (K'sav
Sofer).

eace is not simply the absence of war. It is a harmony

tween conflicting forces. Within man, it is the proper -
balance between the needs of the body and his higher duty

to the soul. In the universe it is balance between the
infinite elements as well as between the holy and the
rundane. When Israel is sinful, it disrupts this balance
because it is not making proper use of the human and
physical resources God gives the world. This creates a
barrier between God and His people, a barrier that God,
with compassion, removes so that we can repent and
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_ return to the blessed condition of peaceful harmony (Or

HaChaim; see also Malbim).
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Haamel Davar notes that the term “blessing” as used here
is a general one; it does not clarify what sort of increase is
meant. The exact farm of the blessing must depend on the
needs of each individual. The student will be blessed in his
learning and the merchant in his business, just as someone’s
gratitude for God's blessing must be expressed according to
the degree and form of the prosperity granted him (see
Deuteronomy 16:17).
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find the words 9 1 13; with Yitzchok, the phrase RAhiRA Y]
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176 THROUGH THE PRisM OF TORAH ~R \lagis

This parashah introduces the mitzvah of 32 NX 972n 12
%X — the obligation on priests to bless Klal Yisroel daily. In
the Medrash (Bereishis Rabbah 43:8), our Sages disclose the
source of i}lis good fortune and reveal that it was given in the
merit of our three ancestors. In connection with Avrohom, we

13 7Y 119%3; and with Yaakov, 3p¥” n"2% KN 712. The word 13 is
_c—bmrll-dn to all three, and it is the same word that in_t;oduces
the priestly blessing of YW %13 NX 15730 72, What deeper
\fﬁééning lies behind this medrash? '

Qur Sages say that the pivot upon which all blesSings rest
is 02w, peace. To quote their words: *»3 K¥1 T2 WVIpT Kxn XY
o>wn XOR 973 prn (Uktzin 3:12) because if nations or individ-
uals do not live in harmony the blessing of material prosperity
éamioﬁe enjoyed. For that reason the 0°379 nN972 concludes on
that note — 9w 17 ow™.

How can we promote 09®? What qualities are needed to
create peaceful relationships? First and foremost is kindness. If
Reople are considerate and helpful to each other, this conduct

why .. nnb ‘vp
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automatically draws them closer. As we read in Avos (2:8), Mam

odw N3 pIs. The more we are concerned with the physical
and spiritual welfare of those in 'need, the less animosity and
cé%ﬂict there will be in the world. And without doubt, the
finest exponent of 70N was Avrohom Ovinu, whose entire life

was dedicated towards giving and assisting. It is, therefore, not

coincidental that he was admired and loved by all and without

any enemies, even amongst the non-believers.

, A second essential virtue in the promotion of peace is the
capacity to forgive and forget. Living as we do in a close-knit
sociefy, it is inevitable that words are said and acts committéd
that cause much annoyance and hurt. Children clash_with
parents and husbands quarrel with wives. If we cannot be
_magnanimous_enough to excuse and bear 0o malice, th_eg'
hatred will build up; leading to further conflict, and this must
be avoided at all cost through the medium of good grace and

indulgence. This  particular quality was strikingly demonstrated

by Yitzchok Ovinu when the Philistines drove him away from
Geror where he had farmed successfully, only to return later and
ask him to become their friend again. Yitzchok agreed to let
bygones be bygones and displayed the forebearance that fosters
peaceful relationships,

'-‘:g_/_\ third attribute that is vital for D?W is honesty. A person
who is not genuine and who behaves in the manner of 193 NN

‘;9: MR creates suspicion and pushes péople away. Truthfulness

has the opposite effect because whether others agree or disagree

with you, they kmow that you are sincere and they will keep

your company. As the prophet Zecharyah ‘writes, DPwm nakm
VR (Zecharyah 8:19), MX and WY belong together. In this
respect Yaakov Ovinu was exemplary. He was the symbol of nux'
— Ip¥*% MR 1NN — someone who throughout his life fought
against the deceit and treachery of Eisov and Lovon,

2230 TNRNA R ,PTYYI PR ,Nvowm

mn%v noyn’ Now Imngy Yoo Impat 10 0% p"apna patn b o
RXY VN 17 VN NN MIN3Y YUINH UK DR DINR ,01991 T1anny
-BY2W MM YRy N5 &Y YHon

AT AYYN RN DARY MINY ;YA Mon NuwY MDY 18N 135

' ("0p n3v) D33 XN 13 113 ,199N 181 AT RN NRE 993 ,TIRD
12 173 ;%9 1ownk 113 umn Y MY ann IR n"apnw nvIo nYan
1298 1951,0"2pn Y8R MINRY MYWY W MIYN IR DR INURY WX
n>pn% yun ¥5 or mMnbwn mYana NN MYy aYyn »wn DI o8
MW ROR IRV 1371 prinp 19y PR (% 8" nav) 2710 1R 2 mYwn
13 _DIRA MYPN 939 Yrvp ma xin mbwn wnwn 1971 prtnp 153 “\
MNNRD 127270 MTVY MDY NN 199 ,7"2pN BY MR ThRDA mn7

12)N32 NY9150 13730 X7 3 “Iaws pag 11NW NN ND»onn

73R 9
V"3 PPAN) PIDAN Y¥Y MSY ®YA NEYPNN NIPR AVYITPT NINN YYrar

07 Y397 RNIN) FIR WIT "MV MY N T30 1 N2 Yo NY 1 ym
NNYPIN APR PYIP DN NPNI INR DY DRIT,AND RIR 1Y PR (Mo
SoOWI MY IR I 7y
»aUn n"IpnYw nWM Na1an Yaw b3 »nrw o0 m om ’9‘7*
TATH BRI NANY 1T, 0593 TANY 17T PN Y SRS
-0 ND123W Matan 9% Mapn
12 'Y 1273 MIYA — 15 RN ¥7N ANSW Mnxn

H6

This, therefore, is what our Sages meant when they revealed
that 8’313 1272 was given to Kial Yisroel in the merit of our three
_vforebears. The basic blessing is DT 72 ow™, without which all
 bounty is to no avail. However, to be assured of this cardinal
’b_l_eis‘iﬂgi we need to emulate the behaviour of the Max — the
i(j{ldness of Avrohom, the indulgence of Yitzchok and the
_hbnesty of Yaakov. These three traits of character will, above all,
Create the climate for harmonious coexistence.
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